
	  
	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	    
	  

 
     Uh-Oh Canada! 
     Lest we forget…. 
 
 

     “God keep our Land glorious and free… 
      O Canada, we stand on guard for thee [?] 
      True patriot love in all of us command….”                          ~ “O Canada!” 
 
     “Those who don’t pay attention to history 
      are doomed to repeat it.”                                                  ~ Famous Quote 
 
     “Power corrupts; absolute power corrupts absolutely.”        ~ Lord Acton 
 
     “Politicians and diapers must be changed often, 
      and for the same reason.”                                                  ~ Mark Twain 
	  	  

	  
	  

A review of the FACTS 
pointing to the demise of democracy in Canada 

in the last 9 years of Harper’s Conservative government. 
	  

Compiled	  &	  formatted	  for	  a	  quick	  review	  by	  a	  concerned	  Canadian	  citizen.	  
	  

For	  the	  record,	  I’m	  not	  in	  complete	  favour	  of	  any	  particular	  party,	  though	  I’d	  weigh	  some	  as	  better	  than	  others.	  	  	  
Each	  party	  has	  some	  good	  things	  to	  contribute.	  	  True	  debate	  &	  compromise	  can	  keep	  our	  Land	  glorious	  &	  free.	  

But	  9	  years	  of	  Harper’s	  Government,	  voted	  in	  by	  <40%	  of	  61%	  Canadians	  who	  bothered	  to	  vote	  in	  the	  last	  election,	  have	  deeply	  eroded	  OUR	  democracy!	  
	  

If	  you’re	  anything	  like	  me,	  you	  don’t	  pay	  much	  attention	  to	  politics.	  	  However,	  3	  disturbing	  news	  items	  caught	  my	  attention	  during	  Harper’s	  reign.	  	  
	  

1. 	  	  Right	  at	  the	  start,	  Harper	  barred	  Conservative	  MPs	  from	  talking	  to	  the	  media.	  	  How	  does	  that	  help	  transparent	  accountability?	  
2. 	  	  When	  Harper	  knew	  Parliament	  wouldn’t	  pass	  a	  couple	  of	  his	  bills,	  he	  suspended	  democracy	  via	  proroguing	  Parliament—twice!	  
3. 	  	  Toews	  was	  caught	  trying	  to	  sneak	  in	  unprecedented	  spying	  measures	  in	  the	  omnibus	  bill	  C-‐30.	  	  Later	  C-‐51	  passed—despite	  protests!	  

	  

This	  is	  just	  the	  tip	  of	  the	  iceberg	  of	  Harper’s	  anti-‐democratic	  practices	  slowly	  introduced	  like	  a	  putting	  a	  frog	  in	  water	  brought	  to	  a	  slow	  boil.	  
Harper’s	  ‘Big	  Brother’	  measures	  are	  killing	  our	  democracy,	  &	  yet….polls	  declare	  the	  #1	  concern	  of	  Canada’s	  voters	  is	  The	  Economy.	  	  
So,	  let’s	  take	  a	  look	  at	  his	  economic	  record,	  too.	  

	  

Harper	  makes	  all	  kinds	  of	  claims	  &	  promises,	  but	  the	  record	  shows	  he’s	  not	  done	  us	  proud	  economically,	  and	  current	  promises	  can	  always	  be	  reversed.	  
He’s	  slashed	  Veteran	  Affairs,	  Status	  of	  Women’s	  &	  vital	  Coast	  Guard	  centres,	  &	  made	  deep	  cuts	  to	  the	  CBC	  &	  the	  EI/CPP/OAP	  appeals	  process,	  
all	  the	  while	  spending	  millions	  of	  tax	  dollars	  on	  a	  fake	  lake,	  spying	  on	  justice	  advocates,	  &	  Conservative	  self-‐promo	  propaganda	  over	  the	  years.	  

His	  numerous	  Conservative	  appointments	  to	  the	  PMO,	  Cabinet	  &	  Senate	  have	  resulted	  lots	  of	  entitlement	  spending	  &	  fraud.	  
	  

So,	  fellow	  Canadians,	  review	  the	  facts,	  recall	  the	  real	  record,	  vote,	  &	  send	  the	  Cons	  a	  strong	  message	  through	  strategic	  voting	  to	  help	  restore	  OUR	  democracy!	  
Scroll	  through	  the	  list,	  listen	  to	  the	  occasional	  Rick	  Mercer	  rant,	  &	  check	  out	  some	  of	  the	  media	  links	  drawn	  from	  multiple	  sources.	  	  Lest	  we	  forget….	  

	  



	  
The	  Harper	  Government	  
	  

	  

 

Indeed! 
 

Quoted in: http://news.nationalpost.com/full-comment/noah-richler-a-nation-playing-war 
 

Harper & Truth: 
Rick Mercer, February 2011   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kc-C8aZXz4Y 

 

Harper is a Genius: 
Rick Mercer, December 2008    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tzoCtoGtd64 

	  

Harper Sues: 
Rick Mercer, April 2008  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a_NZrHp7Mu8 

	  
	  

                        Harper’s Fear Tactics 101:   Rick Mercer, October 2011  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bdtuBFtU1t8 
	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Harper’s Fear	  Tactics	  201:	  	  http://www.rickmercer.com/Rick-‐s-‐Rant/Blog/March-‐2015/The-‐Frighteners.aspx	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  
The Harper government failed to fulfill its promise to reform 
Access to Information (ATI) to make government more 
accountable and transparent to Canadians. Instead, the ATI 
system is in crisis, with requests refused or delayed for 
extensive periods with no meaningful recourse. Information 
is withheld for political reasons, and media and Parliament 
have been effectively denied the information needed to 
function effectively. 
http://voices-voix.ca/en/facts/profile/access-information  

	  

Harper government stonewalling spending analysis, budget officer says 
 

OTTAWA — The federal Conservative government continues to stonewall the parliamentary budget 
officer in its quest to obtain information on the impacts on federal programs and services of the $5.2-
billion in spending cuts announced in the 2012 budget …. the PBO said it still can’t obtain data from 
most government departments on the long-term impacts of deep budget cuts.	  	  
 

June	  6,	  2013:	  	  http://news.nationalpost.com/news/canada/canadian-politics/harper-government-
stonewalling-spending-analysis-budget-officer-says  

 
The Office of the Parliamentary Budget Officer has requested data 360 times since the Conservatives created it in 2006. 
The Parliament of Canada Act decrees the office must have “free and timely access to any financial or economic data”  
it needs to fulfill its mandate. 
 

But the government has refused to hand over some or all of the requested data in 170 cases…. 
 

The Federal Court upheld the Parliamentary Budget Officer’s right to demand information from government, 
although it did not order departments to hand over any specific data. 
 

January 7, 2014  http://thechronicleherald.ca/canada/1182540-ottawa-denies-nearly-half-of-budget-officer-s-requests  
	  

	  



Harper’s	  Economics	  
	  
	  

Harper’s economic index: an 8-year report card 
Updated: May 20, 2014  http://ottawacitizen.com/news/national/op-ed-harpers-economic-index-an-8-year-report-card  
 

Just a few examples: 
 
Estimated amount spent on taxpayer-funded advertisements since 2009  
touting the “Economic Action Plan” & the government’s economic record:   $113,000,000   [$113 Million] 
 
National unemployment rate in January, 2006:        6.6 
National unemployment rate in December, 2013:    7.2 
 
Increase in the number of unemployed in Canada since January 2006:   236,200 
 
Number of governments since 1935 [i.e., the great Depression]  
that have presided over a slower rate of real economic growth  
per capita than the Harper Conservatives:                                                 0 
 
Number of consecutive annual federal budget deficits:                            6 
Number of budget deficit targets hit by Finance Minister Jim Flaherty:  0 
 
Number of consecutive annual federal budget surpluses  
under the previous Liberal (Chrétien/Martin) governments:                    9 
 
Amount added to the federal national debt since Conservatives took power in 2006:    $123,500,000,000  [$123.5  Billion!] 
 
Amount Canadians owed for every $1 in disposable income they earned, 2005:    $1.30  
Amount Canadians owed for every $1 in disposable income they earned, 2013:    $1.64 
 
Percentage of the popular vote won by the Harper Conservatives in the 2006 election:  36% 
 
Sources:  Stats Canada, Trading Economics, Globe and Mail, Bank of Canada, the Economist Magazine,  
               the TSX, Decima Research, Canadian Center for Policy Alternatives, Parliamentary Budget Officer. ~ Alex Roberts, a former statistics educator. 
 

 



	  
 

“STEALIN’ ALL MY DREAMS” FACTS 
Compiled	  by:	  http://www.bluerodeo.com/stealingdreams/	  

 

The ECONOMY 
 

CLAIM:  Conservatives are thought to be the best keepers of the economy. 
FACT:  This government inherited a $13.2 billion surplus and has run 7 straight deficits. 
FACT:  Harper is the first Prime Minister since the 1950s to oversee a decline in the employment rate. 
FACT:  Under Harper, Canada has had the smallest rate of economic growth since WWII. 
FACT:  Under the Harper Government the oil industry has been given billions of dollars in subsidies & tax breaks. 

 
Sources: 
http://www.cbc.ca/news2/interactives/canada-deficit/   
http://www.pressprogress.ca/6_charts_show_stephen_harper_has_the_worst_economic_record_of_any_prime_minister_since_world_war_ii 
http://www.unifor.org/sites/default/files/documents/document/909-harper_economic_critique_eng_0.pdf 
http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/sean-casey/harper-debt-economy_b_3976972.html 
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/canada-trade-deficit-unexpectedly-widens-as-exports-slide/article25334786 
http://thetyee.ca/Opinion/2014/05/15/Canadas-34-Billion-Fossil-Fuel-Subsidies/ 
http://rabble.ca/news/2011/02/its-time-end-canada%E2%80%99s-billion-dollar-handout-big-oil-and-coal 

	  
	  
	  

Canada	  Action	  Plan	  	  [millions	  of	  tax	  $$$	  spent	  on	  ads	  of	  program	  that	  no	  longer	  exists]:	  
http://www.rickmercer.com/Rick-‐s-‐Rant/Blog/November-‐2014/Partisan-‐Inferno.aspx	  

	  

Job	  Creation	  Fiction/Lies:	  
http://www.rickmercer.com/Rick-‐s-‐Rant/Blog/January-‐2014/Money-‐For-‐Nothing.aspx	  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JcPZvojSm7s 
	  

Income	  Splitting:	  
“Bad	  Idea”	  –	  Joe	  Flaherty,	  Ex-‐Finance	  Minister	  

http://www.rickmercer.com/Rick-‐s-‐Rant/Blog/March-‐2014/Split-‐Decision.aspx	  
	  

Economic Action Plan:  
Rick Mercer, March 2011 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AXwtJTT2zuk 

 
Oil Rules: 

Rick Mercer, June 2008  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gs48KAJ_1pc 
	  



	  
	  

	  
	  
So	  what?	  This	  could	  be	  you.	  This…	  
	  

	  
	  

	  or	  bankruptcy	  &	  possible	  homelessness?	  

Thousands denied federal disability benefits  
                              waiting more than a year for appeals 
 

… by the federal government’s new Social Security Tribunal,  
    which is clearing just a small fraction of the cases every month. 

Jun. 12, 2014   
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/politics/thousands-awaiting-appeals-before-social-security-tribunal/article19150798/ 
 
The federal Conservative government eliminated … more than 1,000 part-time referees who heard appeals 
of EI, CPP and Old Age Security decisions. It was replaced on April 1, 2013, with the Social Security Tribunal, 
which has fewer than 70 full-time members – 35 of whom have been assigned to the income-security section, which 
includes CPP and OAS. The tribunal inherited 7,224 appeals of income-security cases from its predecessor – most of 
them launched by people who were denied CPP disability benefits. … [+] 3,741 new CPP and OAS appeals filed last 
year. But the tribunal heard just 348 income-security appeals in its first 13 months of operation. …there are nearly 
10,000 still waiting in the queue. 
 
“If they keep going at this rate, and nobody else applies, it’s going to take them 9.5 years to hear all of the 
current income-security appeals,” said Jinny Sims, NDP critic for employment and social development. 
 
                                             …many are [having to] declare bankruptcy. 
	  

	  
	  

 

“STEALIN’ ALL MY DREAMS” FACTS 
Compiled	  by:	  http://www.bluerodeo.com/stealingdreams/	  

 

POVERTY 
A UN Right-to-Food envoy criticized Canada over its finding that 800,000 Canadian households are “too poor to eat”. 
1 in 7 Canadian children currently live in poverty.  Food bank use has gone up 30% since 2008. 
 
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/politics/ottawa-shrugs-off-un-warning-on-hunger-and-nutrition/article2434556/ 
http://globalnews.ca/news/1685376/25-years-since-canada-vowed-to-end-child-poverty-where-are-we-now/ 
http://isnafoodbank.ca/s/isnafb/ 
http://www.cwp-csp.ca/poverty/just-the-facts/ 
http://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2013/11/25/child_poverty_rates_in_canada_ontario_remain_high.html 
http://www.thestar.com/opinion/commentary/2015/07/21/use-the-federal-campaign-to-fight-child-poverty.html 
	  
	  



	  

Canada’s	  Coast	  Guard	  Reduced	  
	  

	  

Harper says closure of Vancouver coast guard base ‘in keeping with public safety’ 
  

Canadian Press February 8, 2013 

http://www.vancouversun.com/news/harper+says+closure+vancouver+coast+guard+base+keeping+with/7939662/story.html  
 

…When it closes, calls will be handled primarily by the Coast Guard base at Sea Island, in Richmond. … 
Critics have argued that it would take at least 30 minutes for rescuers from Sea Island to reach those in distress 
around the Vancouver harbour, while those at the Kitsilano coast guard station would take only five to 10 minutes. 
 

[If you fell off a boat in Vancouver’s Harbour, what’d your preference for rescue be:  Harper’s ‘solution’ to ‘saving money’ or what used to exist?] 
	  
Altogether 10 communication centres will be shut down across Canada, leaving a total of 12 nationwide. 
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/3-canadian-coast-guard-communication-centres-closing-in-b-c-1.2975155 

	  
	  
	  

	  

Harper has abandoned a key element of the government’s explanation for Defence Minister 
Peter MacKay’s use of a military helicopter to fly out of a vacation fishing camp 
 

Defence Minister Peter MacKay not only potentially put people’s lives at risk because he was too important to travel like a normal person,  
he also cost taxpayers an outrageous amount of money by using a search-and-rescue Cormorant helicopter in July 2010 to transport him 
from a fishing holiday to an official event. 
Further, it has now been shown that he and military officials colluded  
in coming up with a story to avoid the negative publicity which they all knew would come if the truth came out.  In fact, he lied. 
That is not an example of responsible behaviour and it is up to you, Mr. Prime Minister, to do something about it. 
 

http://www.thestar.com/news/canada/2011/12/02/harper_changes_defence_over_mackays_use_of_helicopter.html 
http://blogs.theprovince.com/2011/12/02/province-letters-peter-mackay-helicopter-rides-occupy-ports-pickton-inquiry-dan-murphy-rcmp-mammograms-editorial-christmas-cern-cloud/ 

	  
	  

	  

	  
A Culture of Entitlement with Harper’s Conservative MPs & Senators:   
 

One Example:  Bev Oda’s $16 Orange Juice in an Top End Hotel & Expensive Chauffeur Services:  
 
- Rick Mercer, Sept 2012   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PGGrgj7sGAU  
	  

	  
	  

How Ironic & Hypocritical! 
 

Harper hosted a 4-day meeting to talk about how to cut government spending.  It cost $112,000 [!!!!!!!],  
including travel, hotels, musical entertainment & gifts. The posh reception at the National Gallery of Canada  
cost more than 3x the approved Treasury Board maximum per person. Harper’s signature OK’d the free alcohol. 

 

http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/politics/harper-‐personally-‐approved-‐22000-‐tab-‐for-‐visiting-‐bureaucrats/article2350220/	  	  
	  



	  
	  

Rick Mercer, January 2012  MP Pensions:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MYDjubl4SU8 
	  
	  

	  

F-35 fighters:  
Peter MacKay aware two years ago of additional $10B cost 
 
    Defence Minister Peter MacKay was aware two years ago a new fleet of F-35 stealth fighter jets  
    would cost closer to $25 billion but insists there was never any intention to mislead the public. 
 
http://www.thestar.com/news/canada/2012/04/08/f35_fighters_peter_mackay_aware_two_years_ago_of_additional_10b_cost.html  
	  

	  
Suspending	  Democracy	  
	  

	  

Illegitimate Prorogation of Parliament, Twice 
 

Prorogation & the right to know 
Prorogation and snap elections avoid government accountability in many unreported ways,  
and so should be prohibited unless specific conditions are met. 
http://www.thestar.com/opinion/editorialopinion/2010/01/18/prorogation_and_the_right_to_know.html  
 
Who’s	  the	  Rogue	  in	  Prorogue?	  
http://www.rickmercer.com/Rick-‐s-‐Rant/Blog/October-‐2013/Taxation-‐Without-‐Representation.aspx	  
 
Rick Mercer Rant: http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2013/10/09/rick-mercer-prorogation-rant-harper_n_4070160.html 
	  

	  
	  

The	  Art	  of	  the	  Harper	  Non-‐Answer:	  	  Refusing	  to	  Debate:	  	  “Question?	  Period.”:	  
http://www.rickmercer.com/Rick-‐s-‐Rant/Blog/October-‐2013/Answer-‐the-‐Question-‐-‐Period-‐.aspx	  

	  
Speaker	  of	  the	  House:	  

http://www.rickmercer.com/Rick-‐s-‐Rant/Blog/October-‐2014/Bound-‐by-‐Tradition-‐.aspx	  
	  

Secret	  Deals:	  
http://www.rickmercer.com/Rick-‐s-‐Rant/Blog/March-‐2015/The-‐Monument-‐Men.aspx	  

	  



Ominbus	  Bills:	  	  Harper	  Once	  Claimed	  They	  Were	  Anti-‐Democratic	  
	  

Parliament lost scrutiny of borrowing in omnibus budget bill  
                March 16, 2015  http://ottawacitizen.com/news/national/parliament-lost-scrutiny-of-borrowing-in-omnibus-budget-bill  
 

Parliament used to annually review the billions of dollars the government borrowed 
                                                           until it unwittingly gave away that power 

                                                               in a clause buried in a budget bill that went unnoticed until it was too late. 
 
	  

	  
	  

	  

Criticism by Conservative MP shows depth of unease over omnibus budget bill 
John Ivison | May 23, 2012 
 
http://news.nationalpost.com/full-comment/john-ivison-criticism-by-conservative-mp-shows-depth-of-unease-over-omnibus-budget-bill  
 

A Brief History of Harper’s Big Fat Omnibus Bills 
March 12, 2015 
 

http://www.vice.com/en_ca/read/some-kind-of-monster-a-brief-history-of-harpers-big-fat-omnibus-bills-264  
 

… while omnibus bills are not inherently undemocratic,  
    they can, and are, being used as a legislative sledgehammer.  
 

Even Harper agrees with that, or at least would have when he was a starry-eyed Reform MP for Calgary West  
who went on tirades against the dangers of omnibus bills during parliamentary debate in the 90s. 
	  

	  
 
        MP à  PM:  Reversing his titles’ letters… & Harper’s once-held views on Omnibus Bills 
 
"We have a chance to right some of the wrongs and some of the questionable practices we have fallen into,  
  in particular the practice in recent years of presenting omnibus legislation with respect to budgetary matters."      - Stephen Harper, MP 
 
"I submit to you that it has become a standard practice with governments to bring in omnibus legislation  
  following every budget under what we might call the kitchen sink approach."                                                           - Stephen Harper, MP 
 
"In the interest of democracy I ask: How can members represent their constituents on these various areas  
  when they are forced to vote in a block on such legislation and on such concerns?”                                                   - Stephen Harper, MP 
 
                           ~ Source: https://openparliament.ca/debates/1994/3/25/stephen-harper-1/  
	  



	  

	  

Harper's party pushed legislation through Parliament via omnibus bills, the scale of which Parliament had 
never seen. Such bills are widely condemned as an abuse of the democratic process, because they blend 
and bury so many controversial laws within one dense package. Harper himself once railed against them, 
and his born again love for them made his own MPs queasy. 
 

How Stephen Harper learned to love the omnibus bill 
John Ivison | May 3, 2012 
 

…the Prime Minister considered the use of omnibus bills undemocratic  
and “a contradiction to the conventions and practices of the House.” 
 

Now the 2005 Liberal omnibus is a model of governance to be admired… 
It makes you wonder: What is the point of Parliament? 

	  
	  
 
To protect the RCMP, the government retroactively made an old bill come into force before it was passed by Parliament. 

http://www.citynews.ca/2015/05/13/omnibus-budget-bill-rewrites-history-to-clear-rcmp-of-potential-criminal-charges 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Harper’s	  Manipulations	  of	  MPs	  &	  Public	  Servants	  
	  
	  

	  

May 25 2010 
 

Tories block staff from testifying at Parliamentary committees 
 

                  The Conservative government is again testing Parliament's patience,  
                  refusing to allow ministerial staff to testify at committees. 
 
http://www.thestar.com/news/canada/2010/05/25/tories_block_staff_from_testifying_at_parliamentary_committees.html  
	  

	  



 
Harper government whips Tories into line with secret handbook 

 
  

It's the secret guidebook for Conservative MPs on how to unleash chaos while chairing parliamentary committees. 
 
  

THE CALGARY HERALD MAY 18, 2007 
http://www.canada.com/calgaryherald/columnists/story.html?id=b8122d51-95e8-4b29-b99b-34217406425d  
 

Running some 200 pages, including background material, the document given only to Conservative chairmen  
tells them how to favour government agendas, select party-friendly witnesses, coach favourable testimony,  
set in motion debate-obstructing delays and, if necessary, storm out of meetings to grind business to a halt.  
 

Conservatives used tactics such as barring witnesses, closure, time limitations, and in camera sessions  
to an extent rarely, if ever, witnessed in Canada. 

 
 

See also: 
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/tory-whip-defends-manual-on-disrupting-committee-meetings/article686094/  
	  
	  
 

The PMO took an unprecedented step in instituting a system wherein  
the bureaucracy has all its communications vetted by the political nerve centre. 
 

  Documents expose Harper's obsession with control 
 

The government of Stephen Harper is taking extreme steps to control all federal events,  
a process that has blurred the time-honoured separation of non-partisan public servants  
and that officials and public-policy analysts say is undermining democracy. 
 

http://www.thestar.com/news/canada/2010/06/06/documents_expose_harpers_obsession_with_control.html  
 

http://news.nationalpost.com/news/canada/library-and-archives-canada  
 
    … the PMO blocked opposition members from being accredited for international environment conferences & from visiting military bases. 
	  

	  
	  

	  	  	  	   	  

	  

In a caucus known for his tight discipline,  
in 2014 some members finally rose up to contest  
being censored at question period by the PMO. 
 
 

        [Saskatoon] Tory MP Maurice Vellacott  
        Rebels Against Government 'Muzzling' 
        CP  |  By The Canadian Press  01/27/2014 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2014/01/27/maurice-vellacott-harper-muzzling_n_4676307.html  

	  

	  	  

	  	   	  
	  



	  

	  
	  

Ex-Tory Brent Rathgeber on our irresponsible governance 

September 12, 2014     http://www.macleans.ca/politics/the-rathgeber-reckoning/  
 

The book he’s produced serves as a nice companion to the year’s other major study in the state of 
Parliament, Tragedy in the Commons, written by the founders of Samara. … The version of the  
House of Commons that Rathgeber describes is something all MPs might be asked to confront. 
 

MPs stand and read canned speeches in the House, sometimes on topics they are not at all familiar with. 
Rather than ask actual questions of the government during QP, Conservative backbenchers are reduced to 
taking part in scripted infomercials. Committee business is stage-managed. When he runs afoul of the 
government, he is assigned to an obscure committee and has his seat moved to the other side of the House. 
	  

	  

	  

	  

   Edmonton’s Brent Rathgeber on our irresponsible governance 

      September 12, 2014     http://www.macleans.ca/politics/the-rathgeber-reckoning/  
 
… a nice companion to the year’s other major study in the state of Parliament, 
    Tragedy in the Commons, written by the founders of Samara. … 
 
    Excerpts: 
 

- http://www.macleans.ca/politics/ottawa/questioning-question-period/  
 

- http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/politics/ex-tory-mp-describes-pmos-tight-control/article20464480/  
 

- http://news.nationalpost.com/full-comment/brent-rathgeber-from-an-ex-tory-mp-confessions-of-a-former-
trained-seal  

 
	  

	  



Harper’s	  Treatment	  of	  Veterans	  He	  Sent	  to	  War	  
	  

	  

 
Veterans Affairs Canada ombudsman Pat Stogran was dumped after criticizing the government. 
 
An investigation by Canada's veterans’ ombudsman into a controversial breach of privacy was quietly shut 
down last year on the instructions of Veterans Affairs Minister Steven Blaney. 
 
http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/veterans-minister-halted-ombudsman-s-privacy-investigation-1.1199025  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  

Veterans Affairs ads that cost $4.3M fell flat with viewers: report 
http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/veterans-affairs-ads-that-cost-4-3m-fell-flat-with-viewers-report-1.2998647  
 
Veterans Groups Irate Over $1.1B In Unspent Funds 
The Canadian Press | 01.20.2015 |  
 
Veterans Affairs' Disability Branch Saw Major Cuts For Years: Report 
The Canadian Press | 12.07.2014 |  
 
Apologize For Snubbing Veteran's Wife, Fantino Told 
The Canadian Press | 07.30.2014 |  
 
Harper Sticks Up For Fantino, Mocks NDP's 'Slow Descent' 
The Canadian Press | 02.01.2015 |  
 

Why Harper Couldn't Dump Fantino Completely 
The Canadian Press | 03.08.2015 |  
 
Veterans' Group Launches 'Anyone But Conservatives' Campaign 
CP | 08.17.2015 |  

	  
	  

	  

	  

 
Veterans' Advocates Smeared 
 

Medical files of Sean Bruyea, a strong advocate for veterans' rights, were leaked  
in a case that Privacy Commissioner Jennifer Stoddart described as "alarming."  
	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  
	  
http://thechronicleherald.ca/canada/62250-veteran-advocate-s-privacy-breached  

	  



	  
	  

Veterans:	  	  http://www.rickmercer.com/Rick-‐s-‐Rant/Blog/February-‐2015/Fighting-‐Those-‐Who-‐Fought-‐For-‐Us.aspx	  
	  

War	  Against	  Veterans:  Rick Mercer, March 2014  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bwn-pvU96-4 
	  

Julian	  Fantino,	  Minister	  of	  Veterans’	  Affairs	  closes	  offices/insults	  veterans:	  
http://www.rickmercer.com/Rick-‐s-‐Rant/Blog/February-‐2014/The-‐Thin-‐Red-‐Budget-‐Line.aspx	  

	  

Shortchanging	  Veterans’	  Pensions:	  
http://www.rickmercer.com/Rick-‐s-‐Rant/Blog/November-‐2013/A-‐Broken-‐Faith.aspx	  

	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  

	  

All	  of	  this	  is	  shameful,	  given	  the	  fact	  that….	  
	  

Military suicides an 'epidemic,' says Canadian expert	  

November 7, 2014  http://ottawacitizen.com/news/local-news/military-suicides-an-epidemic-says-canadian-expert  
 
During a period in 2013 & earlier in 2014, a cluster of known military suicides  
was at least 4X the Canadian civilian rate, he added. 

 
Canada's military lost more soldiers to suicide  
than it did to combat in Afghanistan. 
 

The latest statistics from the defence department reveal 160 personnel have committed suicide  
between 2004 and March 31, 2014. 
 

NDP MP Jack Harris said the “shocking” numbers should prompt the Conservative government  
to “redouble” its efforts to assist soldiers in need of help. 

 
http://www.thestar.com/news/canada/2014/09/16/suicide_claims_more_soldiers_than_those_killed_by_afghan_combat.html	  	  
	  

	  
	  



Harper’s	  Repeatedly	  Bad	  Decisions	  in	  the	  Supporters	  He	  Appoints	  to	  Office:	  
	  
	  

	  

	  
Harper’s	  choices	  of	  Duffy,	  Wallin,&	  Brazeau	  et	  al.	  to	  the	  Senate	  show	  a	  lack	  of	  character	  judgment.	  	  	  
In	  light	  of	  his	  poor	  appointment	  choices,	  consider	  this…	  
 
Patronage Run Amok 
 

After promising a new way, the prime minister dismantled his newly created Public Appointments 
Commission and reverted to old-styled patronage by the barrel. In June 2015, the PM made 98 [more] 
patronage appointments. That included stocking the National Capital Commission with loyalists in 
advance of decisions on the controversial monument to the victims of communism. 
	  

	  

	  

	  
Mike	  Duffy,	  Nigel	  Wright	  &	  the	  PMO:	  

http://www.rickmercer.com/Rick-‐s-‐Rant/Blog/November-‐2013/November-‐Rain.aspx	  
	  
	  
	  

More	  bad	  choices	  of	  senators	  &…	  
the	  PM’s	  former	  Parliamentary	  Secretary,	  Dean	  Del	  Mastro,	  charged	  with	  election	  fraud	  

http://www.rickmercer.com/Rick-‐s-‐Rant/Blog/October-‐2013/Outbreak.aspx	  
	  

	  
	  

	  

 

Bruce Carson…was a convicted fraudster before Harper made him a key advisor in the PMO. 
 

Carson was already facing accusations of influence peddling relating to the sale of a water purification system  
to First Nations. Now, RCMP have laid 4 additional charges against Carson including 3 counts of lobbying while 
prohibited and 1 count of influence peddling. 
 
 May 13, 2014  http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/new-bruce-carson-charge-linked-to-work-at-university-
of-calgary-1.2641759  
	  

	  



	  

	  

Letter warning Stephen Harper against appointing Arthur Porter  
to oversee spy agency raised no red flags 

 
October 4, 2013 
 
Porter is now in Panama’s La Joya prison awaiting extradition to Canada, where he is accused of defrauding  
the McGill University Health Centre by taking bribes from former executives at engineering firm SNC Lavalin  
as part of a $22.5-million kickback scheme. 
 
…. on Feb. 1, 2008, then-Bloc Quebecois leader Gilles Duceppe wrote to Harper to oppose the appointment on  
the basis of Porter’s record during a period when he worked in Detroit. Duceppe pointed to “numerous problems: 
conflicts of interest, bad management and threatened guardianship.” 
 
http://news.nationalpost.com/news/canada/canadian-politics/letter-warning-stephen-harper-against-appointing-arthur-
porter-to-oversee-spy-agency-raised-no-red-flags	  

	  
	  

“Stephen Harper promised to clean up liberal corruption and mismanagement.” 
So how did all this happen under his watch?	  

	  

Former Conservative Party chief fundraiser  Irving Gerstein   CHARGED with MISLEADING VOTERS  
Conservative campaign worker  Michael Sona   MISLEADING VOTERS:  SENT TO JAIL 

Ex-cabinet minister Peter Penashue    ILLEGAL CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS 
Bruce Carson, former Harper adviser    ILLEGAL LOBBYING 

1/3 of the Senate    UNDER RCMP INVESTIGATION 
Harper’s “Ethics” Spokesperson & former Parliamentary Secretary  Dean Del Mastro   SENT TO JAIL	  

	  

NDP	  Ad:	  	  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CmmSV1jtK3s	  
	  
	  

 

Rick Mercer, February 2012   Robocalls:	  	  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HDPaRKXoVeA&feature	  
	  



Harper’s	  MPs’	  Dirty	  Tricks	  
	  
 

Among documents deliberately altered in the 
writing or the quoting by the government:  
CIDA document by Bev Oda's office on Kairos…. 
 

Oda admits she had 
CIDA document altered 
 
CBC News Posted: Feb 14, 2011 
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/oda-admits-
she-had-cida-document-altered-1.981211  
	  

	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  

	  

	  
	  
The Anglican Church of Canada / 
      The Primate's World Relief and 

Development Fund (PWRDF)  
Canadian Catholic Organization for 

Development and Peace / Canadian 
Conference of Catholic Bishops  

Canadian Religious Conference  
Christian Reformed Church in North America  
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada  
Mennonite Central Committee of Canada  
The Presbyterian Church in Canada / 

Presbyterian World Service and 
Development  

Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)  
The United Church of Canada  

 

Revenue Canada Loosed to Attack Charities 
 
Not all charities, just the ones that don't seem adequately aligned with the Harper brand.  
 

Enough to include many environmental, aid, human rights and free speech charities  
that banded together to push back against what looks like a politically motivated witch hunt. 
 
Organizations like the church group Kairos were de-budgeted or dismantled for political leanings. 
 
 
        KAIROS unites 11 Anglican, Catholic, Mennonite, Presbyterian,  
        Lutheran, Reformed, Quaker, United churches & organizations 
        in a faithful ecumenical response to the call to 
       "do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God." (Micah 6:8).  
 

                  http://www.kairoscanada.org/who-we-are/about-kairos/  
 
 

Oct. 27, 2010  http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/politics/ottawa-ignored-cida-green-light-when-it-halted-aid-groups-funding/article1215649/  

	  

	  

 

Conservative MP Admits He Lied to Parliament 
 

Tory MP Brad Butt Admits Claim  
Of Witnessing Voter Fraud Wasn't 'Accurate' 
 
http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2014/02/24/brad-butt-fair-elections-act-voter-fraud_n_4848937.html  
Rick	  Mercer:	  http://www.rickmercer.com/Rick-‐s-‐Rant/Blog/March-‐2014/Everything-‐Butt-‐the-‐Truth.aspx	  



	  
	  

	  

 

    Harper Minister Caught in Advertising Scam with Public Funds 
 

	  
Pierre	  Poilievre,	  Minister	  of	  “Democratic	  Reform”	  &	  “Fair	  Elections”	  Act:	  
http://www.rickmercer.com/Rick-‐s-‐Rant/Blog/February-‐2014/Minister-‐of-‐State-‐for-‐Democratic-‐

Reduction.aspx	  
 
http://ottawacitizen.com/storyline/opposition-mps-want-explanation-after-public-servants-
employees-are-used-in-pierre-poilievres-video-project  
	  

	  

	  

Federal bureaucrats pose as new citizens  Feb 02, 2012 

 
…. Harper's chosen Minister for Democratic Reform [!!!] Pierre Poilievre commissioned  
     a team of public servants for overtime work on a Sunday to film him glad-handing constituents.  
 
The vanity video on the taxpayer dime was to promote the Harper government's benefits for families. 
	  
http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/federal-bureaucrats-pose-as-new-citizens-on-sun-news-1.1271079	  

	  
 

“STEALIN’ ALL MY DREAMS” FACTS 
Compiled by: http://www.bluerodeo.com/stealingdreams/ 

 
ELECTION FRAUD…a Harper Legacy 

Robocalls  ~  Misleading campaign funding  ~  Attack ads 
 

Widespread fraud occurred during the 2011 election.  Robocalls “struck at the integrity of the electoral process” 
and the most likely source “was the CIMS database maintained and controlled by the Conservative party of Canada” stated the ruling judge. 

Tax dollars were used to help cover the Tories’ legal bills. 
 

Robocalls & Election Fraud 
http://news.nationalpost.com/news/canada/canadian-politics/electoral-fraud-did-take-place-in-2011-federal-vote-but-it-didnt-affect-outcome-judge-rules 

http://ottawacitizen.com/news/politics/taxpayers-paid-legal-bills-for-tory-mps-in-robocalls-case 
http://news.nationalpost.com/news/canada/canadian-politics/michael-sona-former-conservative-campaign-worker-found-guilty-in-robocalls-trial 

http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2015/09/21/watch-out-for-dirty-voter-suppression-tricks-elections-canada-warns-staff_n_8168806.html 
http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/tory-party-2-senators-face-election-charges-1.1070158 

 



Misleading Campaign Funding 
http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2015/08/02/federal-election-2015-harper-costs-taxpayers_n_7921330.html 

http://www.theobserver.ca/2015/07/31/harper-poised-to-reap-benefit-of-election-law-redo 
http://news.nationalpost.com/full-comment/stephen-maher-how-harper-has-successfully-changed-the-law-to-inject-more-money-into-canadian-politics 

 

Attack Ads 
http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2013/04/30/trudeau-ads-conservative-mps_n_3187935.html 

http://www.thestar.com/opinion/editorialopinion/2011/03/30/hepburn_harper_the_king_of_nasty_attack_ads.html 
 

 
	  

	  

	  
     Conservatives Place Party Logos on Government of Canada Cheques 
 
  Once "caught red-handed," they backed off. The federal ethics commissioner, adopting the exasperated tone  
   of an adult lecturing a child, noted: "Public spending announcements are government activities, not partisan      
    political activities, and it is not appropriate to brand them with partisan or personal identifiers." 
	  

	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  

	  

The 'Harper Government' Labelling Deception 
 

Public servants were told to use "Harper Government" instead of "Government of Canada" in publicity releases. The 
Conservatives denied it was happening -- until internal memos revealed by the Canadian Press revealed the denial 
to be without basis. 
	  
Record Amounts of Partisan Political Advertising on the Public Purse 
 

Several media reports told how the Conservatives used taxpayer money for partisan political advertising in record 
quantity, costing the public treasury $750 million since Harper became PM. In one instance, the Tories spent 
lavishly on ads for the promotion of a jobs grant program that had yet to be made public or presented to parliament 
or the provinces. Even more nakedly partisan, a mailed blast, charged to the taxpayers, targeting Justin Trudeau. 
	  

	  
  
    “The Harper Government”   
 

- Rick Mercer, March 2011   
 

- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lMBMcMf85ow  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  



Harper’s	  Cuts	  /	  Lack	  of	  Sufficient	  Action	  
	  

 

“STEALIN’ ALL MY DREAMS” FACTS 
Compiled	  by:	  http://www.bluerodeo.com/stealingdreams/	  

 

CBC 
Under Harper’s government, CBC budgets have been cut by $115 million dollars.  More than 2800 people have lost their jobs. 
 

http://www.cmg.ca/en/2015/09/22/cbc-announces-plans-to-sell-off-all-buildings-in-midst-of-election-campaign/#.VgL1o61UE0Q.facebook 
http://www.cbc.ca/news/arts/cbc-sheds-more-than-140-jobs-in-local-news-1.3010204 
http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2014/10/24/cbc-cuts-layoffs_n_6044378.html – 
http://www.cmg.ca/en/2015/04/16/latest-round-of-cuts-at-cbc-represents-massive-upheaval-in-newsgathering-capacity-across-the-country/ 
http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/cbc-budget-cut-by-115m-over-3-years-1.1147096 
http://thetyee.ca/Mediacheck/2015/04/20/Harper-Brings-CBC-to-Heel/ 
http://www.macleans.ca/news/canada/cbc-cutting-back-evening-news-in-house-production-in-shift-towards-digital/ 
 
	  
	  

Canada	  Post:	  	  Door-‐to-‐Door	  Service	  Out-‐the-‐Window!	  
http://www.rickmercer.com/Rick-‐s-‐Rant/Blog/January-‐2014/No-‐Door-‐to-‐Door,-‐No-‐Debate.aspx	  

	  
	  

 

“STEALIN’ ALL MY DREAMS” FACTS 
Compiled	  by:	  http://www.bluerodeo.com/stealingdreams/	  

 
REFUGEES 

                                                      Canada promised asylum to 20,000 refugees.   
                                                                To date we have taken   2,300. 
 
 

http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/ontario-calls-on-ottawa-to-bring-syrian-refugees-to-canada/article26231368/ 
http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2015/09/03/welcome-for-syrians-refugees-contrasts-with-canada-s-historic-role-experts_n_8085624.html 
http://www.macleans.ca/politics/ottawa/refugees-primer/ 
http://www.thestar.com/news/federal-election/2015/09/20/stephen-harper-defends-refugee-response-as-generous.html 
http://news.nationalpost.com/news/canada/canadian-politics/tories-promise-to-bring-10000-additional-refugees-from-syria-and-iraq-to-canada-if-elected 
	  
	  



Harper:	  	  ‘Big	  Brother’	  
	  
	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Bill	  C-‐51:	  	  How	  did	  this	  bill	  pass	  after	  the	  ominous	  nature	  of	  a	  similar	  proposed	  Bill	  (C-‐30)	  bit	  the	  dust?	  
	  

	  

	  

	  

The government spied on me without a warrant 
How an aboriginal advocate become the target of government snooping. 
 

In my case there was no warrant and yet in 2011, I received hundreds of pages of government documents revealing 
that 189 federal government officials from the departments of Justice and Aboriginal Affairs were routinely 
spying on my personal Facebook page, collecting information about my family, friends and me, and 
distributing it to other government officials. 
 
They even collected Facebook addresses of other users and circulated postings made by children, 
without the consent of their parents. My domestic and international movements were monitored and my personal 
and private government records were accessed. Government email correspondence suggested the surveillance was 
undertaken to try to prove I had “other motives” for filing a historic human rights case in 2007 alleging the federal 
government’s provision of First Nations child welfare was discriminatory. 

 
http://www.thestar.com/opinion/commentary/2014/06/21/the_government_spied_on_me_without_a_warrant.html 
	  

	  
	  

	  

Omnibus	  Bill	  C-‐51	  

Canada’s Fascist Shift 

Global Research, April 30, 2015 
- Surveil ordinary citizens and target key individuals 
- Cast criticism as ‘espionage’ & dissent as ‘treason’ 
- Restrict the Press 
- Arbitrarily detain & release citizens 
- Develop a paramilitary force 
- Infiltrate citizen groups 
 

Peaceful human rights advocates such as Drs. Pam Palmater & Cindy 
Blackstock are already being targeted and surveilled, at considerable expense, 
and for no legitimate reason, yet Bill C-51 promises to become even more 
intrusive and repressive. 
 

Blackstock is an advocate for child welfare as well as Executive Director of the 
First Nations Child and Family Caring Society of Canada.  Palmater is a lawyer 
and university professor who is an advocate for First Nations causes. 
http://www.globalresearch.ca/canadas-fascist-shift/5446426 
	  



	  
	  

	  
	  

	  

Thanks	  to	  Bill	  C-‐51	  which	  Trudeau	  helped	  vote	  in….	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  

	  
	  

	  

	  

Protesters Put under Blanket Surveillance 
 

According to a leaked memo, as part of its command & control approach, 
the Conservatives have approved a system wherein all advocates, 

protesters & demonstrations can be monitored by authorities. 
 

      The Government Operations Centre has requested federal departments  
          to assist it in compiling a comprehensive inventory of protesters.  
 
        Security specialists have called it a breach of Canadians' Charter of Rights.  
 

Conservatives have moved to give CSIS even more powers than the spy agency wants. 
 
http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/russ-blinch/harper-surveillance-bill_b_5395404.html 
	  
http://ottawacitizen.com/news/politics/government-orders-federal-departments-to-keep-
tabs-on-all-demonstrations-across-country  

	  
	  
	  



 

“STEALIN’ ALL MY DREAMS” FACTS 
Compiled	  by:	  http://www.bluerodeo.com/stealingdreams/	  

 

BILL C-51 
The 2015 Anti-Terrorism Act (Bill C-51)  

 violates Canada’s Charter of Rights & Freedoms 
including freedom of expression & freedom of assembly. 

 

http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/jul/21/canada-anti-terror-lawsuit-bill-c51 
https://cjfe.org/resources/features/bill-c-51-freedom-assembly-and-canadians%E2%80%99-ability-protest 

http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/canadian-journalists-for-free-expression/bill-c51-charter-rights_b_7055920.html 
	  

	  

	  
	  

	  

 

Omnibus Bil l C-30 defeated but later revamped into Omnibus Bil l C-51 
 
Online Surveillance Bill opens door for Big Brother 
 Section 34 gives Orwellian powers to government-appointed 'inspectors' 
 

                Terry Milewski, CBC News: Feb 17, 2012 
 
If CBC reporter Terry Milewski hadn’t read through the massive omnibus bill C-30, the public & MPs likely wouldn’t have 
known that if passed, the Minister for Public Safety Vic Toews would have had the powers to appoint ANYONE he wanted 
to snoop on citizens!  When Milewski asked Toews about it, Toews claimed he didn’t know that section was in the bill!!!! 
 

If he didn’t know, and was presenting this omnibus to Parliament, he demonstrated incredible negligence of his duties.   
If he did know, he was in fact deliberately trying to pave the way for a ‘Big Brother’ Harper Government. 
 
http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/online-surveillance-bill-opens-door-for-big-brother-1.1179887  
	  

	  

	  

	  
Minister of Public Safety Vic Toews  
                 accuses online surveillance Bill C-30 opponents  
                                             of siding with 'child pornographers' 
 
http://news.nationalpost.com/news/canada/online-surveillance-bill-critics-are-siding-with-child-pornographers-vic-toews  
	  
Rick	  Mercer:	  	  February 2012  Vic Toews Omni-C-30:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x_3q_9_OC-o  
	  



	  

Harper	  on	  Women	  &	  First	  Nations	  Peoples	  
	  
	  

The Harper Conservatives now claim to be fighting “barbaric cultural practices”  
with a tip line in order “to protect women and girls”.  Funny they should bring this up.  
Because the Conservative record on issues impacting women is brutal…. 
	  

….what motivated the Harper Conservatives  
  to do the following 11 brutal things to women?  http://www.shd.ca/  
 
1        They voted against a national action plan to end violence against women,  
           despite the fact that on average, every six days a woman in Canada is killed by her intimate partner.  

 
2        They closed 75% of Status of Women offices. 

 
3        They voted against a pay equity bill despite the fact that Canadian women make $8000 less yearly  
           than their male counterparts at the same job - a gap that’s double the global average. 

 
4         They closed the long gun registry, a crucial form of gun control created in the wake  

of the 1989 Ecole Polytechnique femicide, where 14 women were shot & killed by a man. 
 Long guns are the most common type of firearm used in spousal homicides. Over the past decade, 71% of spousal homicides involved rifles 
and shotguns.  
 

5        They cut $1 billion in childcare funding within 3 hours of being elected. 
 

6        There are 1181 documented murdered and missing Indigenous women across Canada  
and the United Nations has called for urgent action. In response the Prime Minister said  
the issue “isn’t really high on our radar” then lied and said “I haven’t said that all.” 
 

7         They eliminated funding to six different Canadian women’s health organizations. 
 

8         They eliminated a human rights agency that provided women's health, training and counselling projects 
 in 17 countries around the world. 
 

9         Women of colour are 48% more likely to be unemployed than white men.   
The Conservatives have eliminated the National Council on Welfare  
which had existed to advise the government on effective welfare policy for 43 years.  
They then changed Employment Insurance rules require laid-off workers to take jobs  
they might previously have considered unsuitable, possibly with up to 30 per cent less pay or lose their EI benefits. 
 

10 Canada has fallen to 23rd in the United Nations world ranking of gender inequality. 
 

11 The Conservatives have the lowest percentage of female politicians  
and Canada now ranks 42nd in the world in terms of female political empowerment. 
	  



	  
 

“STEALIN’ ALL MY DREAMS” FACTS 
Compiled	  by:	  http://www.bluerodeo.com/stealingdreams/	  

 

WOMEN 
  Under Harper, the government has shutdown 75% of the Status of Women offices across Canada.  It has also closed  
  the Court Challenges Program created to help women & the LGBT community fight for their constitutional rights. 
 

https://nowtoronto.com/news/features/stephen-harpers-war-on-women/ 
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/politics/second-reading/the-harper-government-womens-rights-and-the-cost-of-speaking-out/article1314268/ 
 
ABORIGINAL WOMEN 
  Prime Minister Harper refuses to launch an inquiry into the epidemic of missing First Nations women.   
  When asked, Harper replied, “…it isn’t really high on our radar”. 
 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/full-text-of-peter-mansbridge-s-interview-with-stephen-harper-1.2876934 
http://www.cbc.ca/news/aboriginal/stephen-harper-s-comments-on-missing-murdered-aboriginal-women-show-lack-of-respect-1.2879154 
	  
	  

 

“STEALIN’ ALL MY DREAMS” FACTS 
Compiled	  by:	  http://www.bluerodeo.com/stealingdreams/	  

 
INDIGENOUS RIGHTS 
                             2014 – Canada, the only UN member to reject the Indigenous Rights Declaration. 
 

http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2014/10/02/canada-un-indigenous-rights_n_5918868.html       http://www.mediacoop.ca/blog/dru/15600 
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/true-north/2014/oct/21/the-indigenous-land-rights-ruling-that-could-transform-canada 
http://aptn.ca/news/2015/04/02/harper-cabinet-stalling-3-modern-treaties-2-years-federal-report/ 
http://www.idlenomore.ca/       http://www.landclaimscoalition.ca/       http://www.lawconnection.ca/content/native-land-claims-backgrounder 
http://www.globalresearch.ca/canada-prime-minister-harper-launches-first-nations-termination-plan/5318362 
http://www.cbc.ca/news/aboriginal/canada-sets-lowest-standard-at-world-conference-on-indigenous-peoples-1.2779590 
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/industry-news/energy-and-resources/supreme-court-ruling-on-native-land-claims-adds-to-uncertainty-for-
pipelines/article19356432/ 
	  
	  
	  
	  



Harper’s	  Lack	  of	  Cooperation	  with	  our	  Duly-‐Elected	  Premiers	  
	  

 

“STEALIN’ ALL MY DREAMS” FACTS 
Compiled	  by:	  http://www.bluerodeo.com/stealingdreams/	  

 

 PREMIERS 
There hasn’t been a conference of Canada’s “first ministers” (provincial & territorial premiers) since 2009. 

Harper has only held two meetings since being elected (in 2008 & 2009). 
These events are held at the call of the Prime Minister & since 1950, have typically been held annually. 

 

http://news.nationalpost.com/news/canada/canadian-politics/trudeau-wynne-lambaste-harper-for-skipping-another-first-ministers-meeting 
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/globe-debate/its-beyond-time-that-harper-called-a-first-ministers-conference/article22020197/ 
	  
	  

	  

PM	  refuses	  to	  meet	  with	  Premiers:	  
http://www.rickmercer.com/Rick-‐s-‐Rant/Blog/January-‐2015/Talk-‐Amongst-‐Yourselves.aspx	  

	  
	  
	  
Harper:	  	  Keeping	  us	  in	  the	  Dark	  
	  

 

“STEALIN’ ALL MY DREAMS” FACTS 
Compiled	  by:	  http://www.bluerodeo.com/stealingdreams/	  

 

  SCIENTISTS 
       The Harper government is muzzling government scientists  
           & preventing them from freely sharing research results. 

 

http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/capt-trevor-greene/science-cuts-canada_b_4534729.html 
http://www.cbc.ca/news/technology/faq-the-issues-around-muzzling-government-scientists-1.3079537 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/technology/muzzling-of-federal-scientists-widespread-survey-suggests-1.2128859 
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-11-27/scientists-decry-canadian-undermining-of-climate-science.html 

	  
	  
	  

Science	  Cuts:	  
http://www.rickmercer.com/Rick-‐s-‐Rant/Blog/November-‐2014/Ground-‐Control-‐to-‐the-‐Government-‐of-‐Canada.aspx	  

	  

Scientists Muzzled: Rick Mercer, July 2013  
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LGcr3z6EXj0 

	  



	  
	  

	  

 

Government Muzzles Science Community 
Top scientists came under such heavy monitoring by the Conservatives that they staged 
"Death of Evidence" protests for being denied freedom of speech. The Conservatives sent out 
chaperones or "media minders" to track Environment Canada scientists and report on them. 
 

7 federal departments & agencies, from Environment Canada to the National Research 
Council of Canada, have been told Suzanne Legault’s office plans to act on complaints 
about  “the systematic efforts by the Government of Canada to obstruct the right of the media 
– and through them, the Canadian public – to timely access to government scientists.” 
 March 28, 2013  http://o.canada.com/news/national/information-commissioner-to-investigate-
muzzling-of-federal-scientists  
 
Suppression of Research 
In the gun registration debate, incriminating research and documents such as a Firearms 
Report were deliberately withheld from the public. While ramping up their prison building, 
Conservatives suppressed related research and studies contradicting their political priorities. 
	  

	  
 

“STEALIN’ ALL MY DREAMS” FACTS 
Compiled	  by:	  http://www.bluerodeo.com/stealingdreams/	  

 

ENVIRONMENT 
In 2011, Canada became the first country to remove itself from the Kyoto Protocol, 
an international treaty created to combat global warming & signed by 192 nations. 

 
http://www.thestar.com/news/canada/2011/12/12/canada_first_nation_to_withdraw_from_kyoto_protocol.html ���http://www.davidsuzuki.org/issues/climate-
change/science/canada-climate-change/canada-and-kyoto ���http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2011/dec/13/canada-withdrawal-kyoto-
protocol ���http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/politics/canada-formally-abandons-kyoto-protocol-on-climate-change/article4180809/ 

 
In 2007, the Prime Minister promised to reduce greenhouse gas emissions that cause global warming. 

In 2014, Harper said that to reduce emissions would be crazy, declaring, “We’re clearly not going to do it.” 
 
http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2014/10/21/canada-climate-change-ranking-oecd-report_n_6024844.html 
http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/stephen-harper-says-oil-and-gas-regulations-now-would-be-crazy-1.2866306 
http://www.desmog.ca/2014/09/19/harper-s-timeline-canada-climate-change-2006-2014 

 
2012 – Harper guts the Navigable Waters Protection Act. 

                     98% of Canada’s waterways are now unprotected. 
 
http://canadians.org/blog/fisheries-act-no-longer-protects-fish-fish-habitat 
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/politics/fisheries-act-change-guided-by-industry/article13606358/ 
http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/waterways-changes-in-budget-bill-seen-as-eroding-protections-1.1219007 
	  



Researched	  Exposés	  of	  the	  Harper	  Agenda	  	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

 
Harperism:  
 

        How Stephen Harper & His Think Tank Colleagues Have Transformed Canada.   
        - Donald Gutstein  (Toronto, James Lorimer & Company Ltd. Publishers, 2014.)  
 
A review by Henk Smidstra. 
 
There is a saying that a frog sitting in a pot of water heating very slowly on the stove will not jump out, but get slowly cooked, 
incrementally.  Harper has taken the work of heavily funded political-economic think tanks, to made deep lasting changes to 
Canadian social-economic-political thought; incrementally he has changed the very nature of the state according to SFU 
professor Donald Gutstein. He writes that the utopian dream of this neo-liberal ideology, is, “…a state governed by market 
transactions and not by democratic practices” (p.12).   
 

Gutstein has written a well-documented, readable, short book (249 pages); its purpose according to Gutstein is to reveal how 
Harper has earned his “ism” in that, Harper’s “…program will outlast his years as prime minister” (p. 16).   
 

The book is an exposé of the ideation and strategy, quite disturbing to me, upon which Harperism is built. 
 
Read more @ 
http://www.clarion-journal.com/clarion_journal_of_spirit/2015/01/review-of-donald-gutsteins-harperism-by-henry-smidstra.html#more  
	  

	  
	  

	  

	  
	  

	  

Absolute Power in the Hands of Just One Man 
By Frances Russell — National Newswatch — Nov 12 2014 
http://www.nationalnewswatch.com/2014/11/12/absolute-power-in-the-hands-of-just-one-man/#.VgBnM-lCj-l  
 
In the space of less than a decade, Canada has been transformed from a parliamentary democracy where  
  the government of the day answers to the people through their elected representatives in Parliament  
     to a northern banana republic where Parliament is daily frog-marched to the drum beat of Just One Man. 
 

The book’s most trenchant quotes come from two former officers of parliament. 
 

In incisive and frank analyses in separate interviews with the author,  
Canada’s former commissioner of information, Robert Marleau,  
and former Commons speaker, Peter Milliken, have sounded the alarm to Canadians  
                                                                              that their democracy is under full-scale attack. 
 
Said Marleau: “Mr. Harper has not played within the rules. Having attained absolute power,  
                                                                                             he has absolutely abused that power to the maximum.” 
 

Said Milliken: “Harper can’t go much further without making the institution dysfunctional…. 
                        In fact [the House] will have to be returned to its former state by someone if we are to have a democracy.” 

 
	  



	   	   	  	  	   	   	  
	  
It’s	  Time:	  	  Restore	  Canadian	  Democracy!	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Your	  VOTE	  Counts	  
	  

	  	  	  	   	   	  	  	  	   	  
	  



	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  
	  



 
 
 
“Harperman” ~ The Song:  
http://harperman.ca 
 
additional lyrics @  
http://harperman.ca/index.php/
write-your-own-lyrics/ 
	  
	  
	  
Environmental	  Scientist	  
Suspended	  from	  Dept.	  
http://www.macleans.ca/ne
ws/need-‐to-‐
know/newsmaker-‐tony-‐
turner-‐the-‐scientist-‐turned-‐
harperman-‐star/	  	  
	  
	  
	  
_	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  
	  
	  
See	  also	  	  

Blue	  Rodeo	  
	  
“Stealin’	  All	  My	  Dreams”	  
http://www.bluerodeo.com/
stealingdreams/	  
	  
Lyrics:	  
http://www.azlyrics.com/lyrics
/bluerodeo/stealinallmydream
s.html	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  



	  

Oh	  Canada:	  
	  
In	  the	  last	  (2011)	  federal	  election,	  	  
less	  than	  40%	  of	  the	  61.1%	  of	  Canadians	  who	  voted	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  voted	  for	  Conservative	  candidates,	  
yet,	  due	  to	  electoral	  ridings’	  boundaries,	  	  

	  	  	  they	  gained	  a	  majority	  of	  seats	  in	  Parliament.	  
	  

As	  a	  result	  of	  that	  Harper	  government,	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  we	  have	  steadily	  been	  losing	  	  
	  	  democratic	  processes	  &	  rights.	  

	  
It’s	  time	  for	  everyone	  to	  vote	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  out	  of	  true,	  patriot	  love.	  

	  

	  	  	  It’s	  time	  to	  vote	  strategically	  in	  ridings	  	  
where	  a	  Green,	  NDP,	  or	  Liberal	  candidate	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  could	  beat	  out	  a	  Conservative	  one.	  
	  

October	  19,	  2015	  	  	  VOTE	  Harper	  OUT!!!	  
	  

For	  an	  explanation	  of	  Strategic	  Voting,	  check	  out:	  
                        http://thetyee.ca/News/2015/08/11/Leadnow-Strategic-Voting/ 
	  



	  
	  
 

Compiled & adapted from various sources quoting a wide variety of media reports including: 
 

1. Blue Rodeo:  http://www.bluerodeo.com/stealingdreams/  
 

2.   Tyee's list of 70 Harper government assaults on democracy & the law. 
        http://thetyee.ca/Opinion/2015/08/10/Harper-Abuses-of-Power-Final/ 
      

        PDF Version http://thetyee.ca/Tyeenews/2015/09/25/Abuse-of-Power-PDF/  
 
3.   Harperism:  
        How Stephen Harper and His Think Tank Colleagues Have Transformed Canada.   
        Donald Gutstein. (Toronto, James Lorimer & Company Ltd. Publishers, 2014.)           A review by Henk Smidstra. 
        http://www.clarion-journal.com/clarion_journal_of_spirit/2015/01/review-of-donald-gutsteins-harperism-by-henry-smidstra.html#more  
         
4.  “Harperman” ~ The Song:  http://harperman.ca 
 
5.   Rick Mercer Rants’ Archive http://www.rickmercer.com/Rick-s-Rant.aspx & Youtube   
 
6.   See also article on Strategic Voting: http://thetyee.ca/News/2015/08/11/Leadnow-Strategic-Voting/  
  
7.   Sh*it Harper Did:  http://www.shd.ca/ 

	  
	  


