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Tories block staff from testifying at Parliamentary committees 
 

                  The Conservative government is again testing Parliament's patience,  
                  refusing to allow ministerial staff to testify at committees. 
 
http://www.thestar.com/news/canada/2010/05/25/tories_block_staff_from_testifying_at_parliamentary_committees.html  
	  

	  

 
Harper government whips Tories into line with secret handbook 

 
  

It's the secret guidebook for Conservative MPs on how to unleash chaos while chairing parliamentary committees. 
 
  

THE CALGARY HERALD MAY 18, 2007 
http://www.canada.com/calgaryherald/columnists/story.html?id=b8122d51-95e8-4b29-b99b-34217406425d  
 

Running some 200 pages, including background material, the document given only to Conservative chairmen  
tells them how to favour government agendas, select party-friendly witnesses, coach favourable testimony,  
set in motion debate-obstructing delays and, if necessary, storm out of meetings to grind business to a halt.  
 

Conservatives used tactics such as barring witnesses, closure, time limitations, and in camera sessions  
to an extent rarely, if ever, witnessed in Canada. 

 
 

See also: 
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/tory-whip-defends-manual-on-disrupting-committee-meetings/article686094/  
	  
	  
 

The PMO took an unprecedented step in instituting a system wherein  
the bureaucracy has all its communications vetted by the political nerve centre. 
 

  Documents expose Harper's obsession with control 
 

The government of Stephen Harper is taking extreme steps to control all federal events,  
a process that has blurred the time-honoured separation of non-partisan public servants  
and that officials and public-policy analysts say is undermining democracy. 
 

http://www.thestar.com/news/canada/2010/06/06/documents_expose_harpers_obsession_with_control.html  
 

http://news.nationalpost.com/news/canada/library-and-archives-canada  
 
    … the PMO blocked opposition members from being accredited for international environment conferences & from visiting military bases. 
	  



	  
	  

	  	  	  	   	  

	  

In a caucus known for his tight discipline,  
in 2014 some members finally rose up to contest  
being censored at question period by the PMO. 
 
 

        [Saskatoon] Tory MP Maurice Vellacott  
        Rebels Against Government 'Muzzling' 
        CP  |  By The Canadian Press  01/27/2014 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2014/01/27/maurice-vellacott-harper-muzzling_n_4676307.html  

	  

	  	  

	  	   	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

Ex-Tory Brent Rathgeber on our irresponsible governance 

September 12, 2014     http://www.macleans.ca/politics/the-rathgeber-reckoning/  
 

The book he’s produced serves as a nice companion to the year’s other major study in the state of 
Parliament, Tragedy in the Commons, written by the founders of Samara. … The version of the  
House of Commons that Rathgeber describes is something all MPs might be asked to confront. 
 

MPs stand and read canned speeches in the House, sometimes on topics they are not at all familiar with. 
Rather than ask actual questions of the government during QP, Conservative backbenchers are reduced to 
taking part in scripted infomercials. Committee business is stage-managed. When he runs afoul of the 
government, he is assigned to an obscure committee and has his seat moved to the other side of the House. 
	  

	  

	  

	  

   Edmonton’s Brent Rathgeber on our irresponsible governance 

      September 12, 2014     http://www.macleans.ca/politics/the-rathgeber-reckoning/  
 
… a nice companion to the year’s other major study in the state of Parliament, 
    Tragedy in the Commons, written by the founders of Samara. … 
 
    Excerpts: 
 

- http://www.macleans.ca/politics/ottawa/questioning-question-period/  
 

- http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/politics/ex-tory-mp-describes-pmos-tight-control/article20464480/  
 

- http://news.nationalpost.com/full-comment/brent-rathgeber-from-an-ex-tory-mp-confessions-of-a-former-
trained-seal  

 
	  

	  


