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Parliament lost scrutiny of borrowing in omnibus budget bill  
                March 16, 2015  http://ottawacitizen.com/news/national/parliament-lost-scrutiny-of-borrowing-in-omnibus-budget-bill  
 

Parliament used to annually review the billions of dollars the government borrowed 
                                                           until it unwittingly gave away that power 

                                                               in a clause buried in a budget bill that went unnoticed until it was too late. 
 
	  

	  

	  

Criticism by Conservative MP shows depth of unease over omnibus budget bill 
John Ivison | May 23, 2012 
 
http://news.nationalpost.com/full-comment/john-ivison-criticism-by-conservative-mp-shows-depth-of-unease-over-omnibus-budget-bill  
 

A Brief History of Harper’s Big Fat Omnibus Bills 
March 12, 2015 
 

http://www.vice.com/en_ca/read/some-kind-of-monster-a-brief-history-of-harpers-big-fat-omnibus-bills-264  
 

… while omnibus bills are not inherently undemocratic, they can, and are, being used  
as a legislative sledgehammer.  
Even Harper agrees with that, or at least would have when he was a starry-eyed Reform MP for Calgary West  
who went on tirades against the dangers of omnibus bills during parliamentary debate in the 90s. 
	  

	  
 
        MP à  PM:  Reversing his titles’ letters… & Harper’s once-held views on Omnibus Bills 
 
"We have a chance to right some of the wrongs and some of the questionable practices we have fallen into,  
  in particular the practice in recent years of presenting omnibus legislation with respect to budgetary matters."      - Stephen Harper, MP 
 
"I submit to you that it has become a standard practice with governments to bring in omnibus legislation  
  following every budget under what we might call the kitchen sink approach."                                                               -  Stephen Harper, MP 
 
"In the interest of democracy I ask: How can members represent their constituents on these various areas  
  when they are forced to vote in a block on such legislation and on such concerns?”                                                   - Stephen Harper, MP 
 
                           ~ Source: https://openparliament.ca/debates/1994/3/25/stephen-harper-1/  
	  



	  

	  

Harper's party pushed legislation through Parliament via omnibus bills, the scale of which Parliament had 
never seen. Such bills are widely condemned as an abuse of the democratic process, because they blend 
and bury so many controversial laws within one dense package. Harper himself once railed against them, 
and his born again love for them made his own MPs queasy. 
 

How Stephen Harper learned to love the omnibus bill 
John Ivison | May 3, 2012 
 

…the Prime Minister considered the use of omnibus bills undemocratic  
and “a contradiction to the conventions and practices of the House.” 
 

Now the 2005 Liberal omnibus is a model of governance to be admired… 
       It makes you wonder: What is the point of Parliament? 

	  
	  
 
And hidden within an omnibus budget bill: 
 
To protect the RCMP, the government retroactively made an old bill come into force before it was passed by Parliament. 
 

http://www.citynews.ca/2015/05/13/omnibus-budget-bill-rewrites-history-to-clear-rcmp-of-potential-criminal-charges 
	  
	  


