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Harper’s economic index: an 8-year report card 
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Just a few examples: 
 
Estimated amount spent on taxpayer-funded advertisements since 2009  
touting the “Economic Action Plan” & the government’s economic record:   $113,000,000   [$113 Million] 
 
National unemployment rate in January, 2006:        6.6 
National unemployment rate in December, 2013:    7.2 
 
Increase in the number of unemployed in Canada since January 2006:   236,200 
 
Number of governments since 1935 [i.e., the great Depression]  
that have presided over a slower rate of real economic growth  
per capita than the Harper Conservatives:                                                0 
 
Number of consecutive annual federal budget deficits:                            6 
Number of budget deficit targets hit by Finance Minister Jim Flaherty:  0 
 
Number of consecutive annual federal budget surpluses  
under the previous Liberal (Chrétien/Martin) governments:                    9 
 
Amount added to the federal national debt since Conservatives took power in 2006:    $123,500,000,000  [$123.5  Billion!] 
 
Amount Canadians owed for every $1 in disposable income they earned, 2005:    $1.30  
Amount Canadians owed for every $1 in disposable income they earned, 2013:    $1.64 
 
Percentage of the popular vote won by the Harper Conservatives in the 2006 election:  36% 
 
Sources:  Stats Canada, Trading Economics, Globe and Mail, Bank of Canada, the Economist Magazine,  
               the TSX, Decima Research, Canadian Center for Policy Alternatives, Parliamentary Budget Officer. ~ Alex Roberts, a former statistics educator. 
 

 



	  
 

“STEALIN’ ALL MY DREAMS” FACTS 
Compiled	  by:	  http://www.bluerodeo.com/stealingdreams/	  

 

The ECONOMY 
 

CLAIM:  Conservatives are thought to be the best keepers of the economy. 
FACT:  This government inherited a $13.2 billion surplus and has run 7 straight deficits. 
FACT:  Harper is the first Prime Minister since the 1950s to oversee a decline in the employment rate. 
FACT:  Under Harper, Canada has had the smallest rate of economic growth since WWII. 
FACT:  Under the Harper Government the oil industry has been given billions of dollars in subsidies & tax breaks. 

 
Sources: 
http://www.cbc.ca/news2/interactives/canada-deficit/   
http://www.pressprogress.ca/6_charts_show_stephen_harper_has_the_worst_economic_record_of_any_prime_minister_since_world_war_ii 
http://www.unifor.org/sites/default/files/documents/document/909-harper_economic_critique_eng_0.pdf 
http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/sean-casey/harper-debt-economy_b_3976972.html 
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/economy/canada-trade-deficit-unexpectedly-widens-as-exports-slide/article25334786 
http://thetyee.ca/Opinion/2014/05/15/Canadas-34-Billion-Fossil-Fuel-Subsidies/ 
http://rabble.ca/news/2011/02/its-time-end-canada%E2%80%99s-billion-dollar-handout-big-oil-and-coal 

	  
	  

	  

	  
Conservatives Stack Their Own Ridings with Infrastructure Funds 
 

In a display of brazen pork barreling, the Conservatives arranged for no less than 
83% of infrastructure fund projects go to Conservative ridings. 
 
 

$50 Million Spending Deception as Documented by the Auditor General 
 

The auditor general ruled Conservatives diverted $50-million from spending slated for border 
infrastructure to political spending on projects in Tony Clement's riding at the time of the G-8 
summit. Parliament was willfully misled. 
	  
Record Amounts of Partisan Political Advertising, on the Public Purse 
 

Several media reports told how the Conservatives used taxpayer money for partisan political 
advertising in record quantity, costing the public treasury $750 million since Harper became PM.  
 

In one instance, the Tories spent lavishly on ads for the promotion of a jobs grant program that  
had yet to be made public or presented to parliament or the provinces. Even more nakedly partisan, 
a mailed blast, charged to the taxpayers, targeting Justin Trudeau. 
	  



	  
	  

Canada	  Action	  Plan	  	  [millions	  of	  tax	  $$$	  spent	  on	  ads	  of	  program	  that	  no	  longer	  exists]:	  
http://www.rickmercer.com/Rick-‐s-‐Rant/Blog/November-‐2014/Partisan-‐Inferno.aspx	  

	  

Job	  Creation	  Fiction/Lies:	  
http://www.rickmercer.com/Rick-‐s-‐Rant/Blog/January-‐2014/Money-‐For-‐Nothing.aspx	  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JcPZvojSm7s 
	  

Income	  Splitting:	  
“Bad	  Idea”	  –	  Joe	  Flaherty,	  Ex-‐Finance	  Minister	  

http://www.rickmercer.com/Rick-‐s-‐Rant/Blog/March-‐2014/Split-‐Decision.aspx	  
	  

Economic Action Plan:  
Rick Mercer, March 2011 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AXwtJTT2zuk 

 
Oil Rules: 

Rick Mercer, June 2008  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gs48KAJ_1pc 
	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
So	  what?	  This	  could	  be	  you.	  This…	  
	  

	  
	  

	  or	  bankruptcy	  &	  possible	  homelessness?	  

Thousands denied federal disability benefits  
                              waiting more than a year for appeals 
 

… by the federal government’s new Social Security Tribunal,  
    which is clearing just a small fraction of the cases every month. 

Jun. 12, 2014   
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/politics/thousands-awaiting-appeals-before-social-security-tribunal/article19150798/ 
 
The federal Conservative government eliminated … more than 1,000 part-time referees who heard appeals 
of EI, CPP and Old Age Security decisions. It was replaced on April 1, 2013, with the Social Security Tribunal, 
which has fewer than 70 full-time members – 35 of whom have been assigned to the income-security section, which 
includes CPP and OAS. The tribunal inherited 7,224 appeals of income-security cases from its predecessor – most of 
them launched by people who were denied CPP disability benefits. … [+] 3,741 new CPP and OAS appeals filed last 
year. But the tribunal heard just 348 income-security appeals in its first 13 months of operation. …there are nearly 
10,000 still waiting in the queue. 
 
“If they keep going at this rate, and nobody else applies, it’s going to take them 9.5 years to hear all of the 
current income-security appeals,” said Jinny Sims, NDP critic for employment and social development. 
 
                                             …many are [having to] declare bankruptcy. 
	  

	  
	  



	  
 

“STEALIN’ ALL MY DREAMS” FACTS 
Compiled	  by:	  http://www.bluerodeo.com/stealingdreams/	  

 

POVERTY 
A UN Right-to-Food envoy criticized Canada over its finding that 800,000 Canadian households are “too poor to eat”. 
1 in 7 Canadian children currently live in poverty.  Food bank use has gone up 30% since 2008. 
 
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/politics/ottawa-shrugs-off-un-warning-on-hunger-and-nutrition/article2434556/ 
http://globalnews.ca/news/1685376/25-years-since-canada-vowed-to-end-child-poverty-where-are-we-now/ 
http://isnafoodbank.ca/s/isnafb/ 
http://www.cwp-csp.ca/poverty/just-the-facts/ 
http://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2013/11/25/child_poverty_rates_in_canada_ontario_remain_high.html 
http://www.thestar.com/opinion/commentary/2015/07/21/use-the-federal-campaign-to-fight-child-poverty.html 
	  
	  
	  

Canada’s	  Coast	  Guard	  Reduced	  
	  

	  

Harper says closure of Vancouver coast guard base ‘in keeping with public safety’ 
  

Canadian Press February 8, 2013 

http://www.vancouversun.com/news/harper+says+closure+vancouver+coast+guard+base+keeping+with/7939662/story.html  
 

…When it closes, calls will be handled primarily by the Coast Guard base at Sea Island, in Richmond. … 
Critics have argued that it would take at least 30 minutes for rescuers from Sea Island to reach those in distress 
around the Vancouver harbour, while those at the Kitsilano coast guard station would take only five to 10 minutes. 
 

[If you fell off a boat in Vancouver’s Harbour, what’d your preference for rescue be:  Harper’s ‘solution’ to ‘saving money’ or what used to exist?] 
	  
Altogether 10 communication centres will be shut down across Canada, leaving a total of 12 nationwide. 
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/3-canadian-coast-guard-communication-centres-closing-in-b-c-1.2975155 

	  
	  
	  

	  

Harper has abandoned a key element of the government’s explanation for Defence 
Minister Peter MacKay’s use of a military helicopter to fly out of a vacation fishing camp 
 

Defence Minister Peter MacKay not only potentially put people’s lives at risk because he was too important to travel like a normal person,  
he also cost taxpayers an outrageous amount of money by using a search-and-rescue Cormorant helicopter in July 2010 to transport him 
from a fishing holiday to an official event. 
Further, it has now been shown that he and military officials colluded  
in coming up with a story to avoid the negative publicity which they all knew would come if the truth came out.  In fact, he lied. 
That is not an example of responsible behaviour and it is up to you, Mr. Prime Minister, to do something about it. 
 

http://www.thestar.com/news/canada/2011/12/02/harper_changes_defence_over_mackays_use_of_helicopter.html 
http://blogs.theprovince.com/2011/12/02/province-letters-peter-mackay-helicopter-rides-occupy-ports-pickton-inquiry-dan-murphy-rcmp-mammograms-editorial-christmas-cern-cloud/ 

	  
	  



	  

	  
A Culture of Entitlement with Conservative MPs & Senators:   
 

Prime Example:  Bev Oda’s $16 Orange Juice in an Top End Hotel & Expensive Chauffeur Services:  
 
- Rick Mercer, Sept 2012   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PGGrgj7sGAU  
	  

	  
	  

Rick Mercer, January 2012  MP Pensions:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MYDjubl4SU8 
	  
	  

	  

F-35 fighters:  
Peter MacKay aware two years ago of additional $10B cost 
 
    Defence Minister Peter MacKay was aware two years ago a new fleet of F-35 stealth fighter jets  
    would cost closer to $25 billion but insists there was never any intention to mislead the public. 
 
http://www.thestar.com/news/canada/2012/04/08/f35_fighters_peter_mackay_aware_two_years_ago_of_additional_10b_cost.html  
	  

	  
	  

How Ironic & Hypocritical! 
 

Harper hosted a 4-day meeting to talk about how to cut government spending.  It cost $112,000 [!!!!!!!],  
including travel, hotels, musical entertainment & gifts. The posh reception at the National Gallery of Canada  
cost more than 3x the approved Treasury Board maximum per person. Harper’s signature OK’d the free alcohol. 

 

http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/politics/harper-‐personally-‐approved-‐22000-‐tab-‐for-‐visiting-‐bureaucrats/article2350220/	  	  
	  

	  


