
Researched	  Exposés	  of	  the	  Harper	  Agenda	  	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

 
Harperism:  
 

        How Stephen Harper & His Think Tank Colleagues Have Transformed Canada.   
        - Donald Gutstein  (Toronto, James Lorimer & Company Ltd. Publishers, 2014.)  
 
A review by Henk Smidstra. 
 
There is a saying that a frog sitting in a pot of water heating very slowly on the stove will not jump out, but get slowly cooked, 
incrementally.  Harper has taken the work of heavily funded political-economic think tanks, to made deep lasting changes to 
Canadian social-economic-political thought; incrementally he has changed the very nature of the state according to SFU 
professor Donald Gutstein. He writes that the utopian dream of this neo-liberal ideology, is, “…a state governed by market 
transactions and not by democratic practices” (p.12).   
 

Gutstein has written a well-documented, readable, short book (249 pages); its purpose according to Gutstein is to reveal how 
Harper has earned his “ism” in that, Harper’s “…program will outlast his years as prime minister” (p. 16).   
 

The book is an exposé of the ideation and strategy, quite disturbing to me, upon which Harperism is built. 
 
Read more @ 
http://www.clarion-journal.com/clarion_journal_of_spirit/2015/01/review-of-donald-gutsteins-harperism-by-henry-smidstra.html#more  
	  

	  
	  

	  

	  
	  

	  

Absolute Power in the Hands of Just One Man 
By Frances Russell — National Newswatch — Nov 12 2014 
http://www.nationalnewswatch.com/2014/11/12/absolute-power-in-the-hands-of-just-one-man/#.VgBnM-lCj-l  
 
In the space of less than a decade, Canada has been transformed from a parliamentary democracy where  
  the government of the day answers to the people through their elected representatives in Parliament  
     to a northern banana republic where Parliament is daily frog-marched to the drum beat of Just One Man. 
 

The book’s most trenchant quotes come from two former officers of parliament. 
 

In incisive and frank analyses in separate interviews with the author,  
Canada’s former commissioner of information, Robert Marleau,  
and former Commons speaker, Peter Milliken, have sounded the alarm to Canadians  
                                                                              that their democracy is under full-scale attack. 
 
Said Marleau: “Mr. Harper has not played within the rules. Having attained absolute power,  
                                                                                             he has absolutely abused that power to the maximum.” 
 

Said Milliken: “Harper can’t go much further without making the institution dysfunctional…. 
                        In fact [the House] will have to be returned to its former state by someone if we are to have a democracy.” 
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